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“l sense an
evolution in the
way people think
about land. we'll
see changes in the
hext few years,
changes that have
to be made. Our
well-being is at
stake.”
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t the end of the interview, the
writer about to leave, Tim
Pringle suddenly asks, “Where
are all the boarding houses?”
Like, where have all the flowers gone?

Pringle, Executive Director of the Real
Estate Foundation of British Columbia,
lived in a boarding house on Laurier
Avenue while studying at UBC, and one
of his primary concerns is preserving the
heritage of the past. The other is protect-
ing the future, through conservation of
the environment and support for chang-
ing communities.

He'’s in the right place to achieve those
goals. The Real Estate Foundation,
established in 1985, funds projects in land
use, conservation and education in all
parts of British Columbia. Over its eight-
een years of operation, the Foundation
has provided funding of more than $30
million to more than gso projects. Last
year, 107 grants were approved, for a
total of $2.6 million. By midsummer 2003,
the Foundation’s relatively small staff
(four, including Pringle) had received 160
applications for grants, and more than
half of them will be approved.

Assistance may go beyond funding to
lending expertise and personnel. “We like
to be a partner,” says Pringle, “working
consultatively on land use initiatives.”

The purposes of the Real Estate
Foundation are defined in the Real Estate
Act (of B.C.): “to undertake and carry out
real estate public and professional
education, real estate law reform, real
estate research, and other real estate relat-
ed good works.” Created as a non-profit

corporation, the Foundation fulfills
its mandate by making grants for
non-profit initiatives related to
real estate and land use.

Project funding is intended to
assist organizations achieve
specific goals within a predeter-
mined time frame, preferably
less than two years. To be

eligible, the applicant must be a non-profit
organization, although not necessarily a
charity Detailed information on applica-
tions for grants can be found on the
Foundation's web site: http://www.land
centre.ca/foundation. Foundation stafl’
does the required research, traveling to all
parts of the province, but decisions to
award grants are made ultimately by the
Board of Governors.

A very short list of organizations that
have received Foundation funding: Salt
Spring Island Conservancy, the Sea
Change Marine Conservation Society, the
Grasslands Conservation Council, the
South Okanagan Women in Need Society,
Ducks Unlimited, the Okanagan Indian
Band, 411 Seniors Centre, the Community
Fisheries Development Centre, the
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society,
the McLeod Lake Tse'’khene Elders Society,
New Opportunities for Women Canada,
West Kootenay Habitat for Humanity, Bear
River Salmonid Enhancement, Farm
Folk/City Folk, and the Abbeyfield House
in Courtenay supported by the church of
St. John the Divine.

Endowments have been made to a
number of post-secondary educational
institutions providing resourses related to
real estate and land use. Among them:
Simon Fraser University’s City Program,
Gerontology Research Centre and Faculty
of Education; the Douglas College Centre
for Environmental Studies and Urban
Ecology; the Chair in Environmental Law
and Policy at the University of Victoria;
the University of Northern British
Columbia’'s Northern Land Use Institute;
and UBC’s School of Community and
Regional Planning, Faculty of Commerce
and Business Administration, and Faculty
of Applied Science.

Education is a priority for Pringle.
“There are changes that have to be made,”
he says. “In the nineteenth century, and
well into the twentieth, we felt we could
always expand. In the last thirty years,

Before and After: Aldergrove Bowl, once a gravel pit, now being restored as
wetland and a nature interpretation centre by the Pacific Parklands Foundation
and Greater Vancouver Regional District Parks.
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“Rural transition is a big issue,” says Pringle. v come o ralize tht docsit work
“Will elderly people be able to stay in their /57 " e ou wse otand,

and our land ethic must change.”

communities? Will there be affordable This doesn't mean that Pringle and the

. Real Estate Foundation are opposed to
housing and adequate health care?” development, They believe in meeting
development needs while protecting the
land. And there are many development
challenges, as the population ages and
society shifts its traditional focuses.
Theresa Eichler, a city planner who
serves as a governor on the Foundation
board, cites sustainable communities as a
concern.

“Rural transition is a big issue,” says
Pringle. “How to address that? Will
elderly people be able to stay in their
communities? Will there be affordable
housing and adequate health care?”

And then there is the question of
economic viability in many rural commu-
nities. “What kind of economic diversity
is available? Does the community have a
lifestyle to sell? Are there recreational
possibilities?” Pringle points to new
tourist-driven developments in Golden,
Fernie and Invermere.

Tim Pringle didn't come from a real
estate or land development background.
Born in Spokane, he moved with his
family to Smithers, spent a year at a US
college, and then entered an arts program
at the University of British Columbia,
majoring in English and sociology. After
graduation, he spent six years with the
Vancouver Foundation, probably British
Columbia’s best-known philanthropic
organization, and was, for a time, a

Above: Tim Pringle aboard a vintage
tram with members of the Fraser
Valley Heritage Railway Society. The
railway buffs hope to restore
electricity to the Valley Interurban
Line and operate a commuter service
as an alternative transit system
between Langley and the Fraser River
at Scott Road, perhaps in time for the
2010 Olympics.

Below: A technologically innovative
home developed for physically
challenged young adults by the
Vancouver Resource Society.

consultant to Simon Fraser University.
But when the position as executive
director of the Real Estate Foundation
came open in 1988, he was drawn. “T'd
been interested in land use for a long
time, so I went in, very casually, to ask
questions.” He walked out with the job,
and one reason may be that among the

iR

candidates he was “the only one who had
bothered to read the Real Estate Act.”

This was essential, because the Real
Estate Foundation was established
through an amendment to the Real Estate
Act. The legislation was passed through
the cooperation of the real estate industry
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Clockwise, from top:
The Kamloops region,
one of the areas under
study by the Grasslands
Conservation Council;
Douglas College Urban
Ecology students plant-
ing greenery along utility
corridors; and a respite
centre for Chemainus
First Nation elders.
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Think about the history of North
America,” says Pringle. “The wealth
created from the land, and how
wealth can be returned to the land.”

and the Ministry of Finance. The
Foundation has a five-person Board of
Governors, three appointed by the BC
Real Estate Association, the Real Estate
Council of British Columbia and the Real
Estate Institute of British Columbia, and
two by the Minister of Finance, to whom
the Foundation reports.

The Foundation has operated under a
number of provincial governments, and,
says Pringle, “enjoyed a good relationship
whatever the administration.” Often the
Foundation makes grants supporting con-
cerns important to various government
ministries. There is also a good relation-
ship with the real estate industry, although
the Foundation works at arm’s length from
industry organizations. “Their involve-
ment,” says Pringle, “represents the
corporate goodwill of the industry.”

The concept for the Foundation came
from real estate leaders who had noted
the success of the Law Foundation of
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British Columbia. Funds distributed by
the Real Estate Foundation come from
real estate transactions. Pringle explains:
“When people purchase real estate, they
typically pay deposits. For practical rea-
sons, many deposits are placed in pooled
trust accounts, with the interest going to
the Foundation. Until the Foundation was
formed, those deposits simply made
money for the banks. But since 1985, the
interest—and on any given day, there can
be up to $150 million in the trust pool—
has gone to Foundation projects. In effect,
we're making something out of nothing.”

The Foundation has achieved
significant goals over its eighteen years, in
education, research, law reform, and
continuing work with communities
throughout the province. Currently, the
Foundation is exploring the possibility of
establishing a charitable Real Estate
Foundation, which would allow it to
expand its scope.

With an abiding interest in sustainable
urban land issues, the Foundation
provides funding for sustainable land use
initiatives, most recently Smart Growth
on the Ground. In 1996, the Foundation
established the Land Centre, an informa-
tion resource to support access to land
use issues. The Foundation is also a
member of the U.S.-based Funders
Network for Smart Growth and Livable
Communities. “It's important to have this
continuing information exchange,” Pringle
says. “We can learn from what they're
doing, and they can learn from us.”

John King, Urban Design writer for
the San Francisco Chronicle, compares
Vancouver development favorably with
his city’s, and initiatives of the Real
Estate Foundation have almost certainly
been an influence. King writes,
“Sidewalks should be enticing. Trees
should be attractive. Benches, lamp posts
and bike racks should complement each
other. Common sense? Sure. What
makes Vancouver unusual is that the
Canadians make it happen.”

“The population density of
Vancouver—one of the highest in North
America—is a major interest,” says
Pringle. “We're looking at 200,000 people
in fourteen square miles. That demands
an innovative approach.”

Gordon Price, the longtime
Vancouver city councillor who retired
last December after sixteen years in
office, is quoted by King: “When you're
selling a lifestyle as much as square
footage, you have to show there are
attractive streets, nice parks, a place to
walk the dog.”

“Think about the history of North
America,” says Pringle. “Europeans came
in, took the land, and used low labor
costs, including slavery, to gain wealth.
Farms, ranches, logging, all their wealth
came from the land. It's important to
reflect on how we create wealth from
the land, and equally important to return
wealth to the land.

“T sense an evolution in the way people
think about land, and we'll see changes in
the next few years. Changes that have to

be made. Our well-being is at stake.” #



